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Dear Residents,

We’ve arrived in February - safely out of 2020. Welcome! I think we all need a little extra 
love in our lives this year and what better month for that? Whether it’s a romantic night 
with your significant other, a date night with your pet or maybe a fun time making 
Valentines with the kids, I hope you get to enjoy spreading the love this month and the 
whole year through.

Kind gestures for family members, friends and strangers - near and far - are a great 
way to give them a boost, and yourself! Showing local businesses some love, such 
as the sponsors who make Neighbors of NW Grants Pass possible, is also always 
appreciated - especially now.

Please join me in a heartfelt welcome for our new Content Coordinator beginning with 
the March issue: Jenn Terrell. She is featured this month so that you can get to know 
her a little better and hopefully, in turn, share your stories with her for future issues of 
Neighbors of NW Grants Pass.

Wishing you a Happy Valentine’s Day,

Joe

Grants Pass resident Gloria Cooper has had a soft spot in her heart for underserved commu-
nities in Africa ever since serving on her first mission in 1997. It is this passion to foster 
hope, stability, opportunity and empowerment that led Gloria and her husband, Bob Coop-
er, to be the founders of Heart 2 Heart Hand N Hand International (H2H) in 2008 and 

establish it as a 501c3 nonprofit. Together with Treasurer Ray Dochastader “Doc” (whom Gloria refers 
to as her spiritual dad), they have expanded their efforts in Kenya and Uganda to include helping 
communities in India and the United States.

Heart 2 Heart Hand N Hand International: 
A Mission of Hope, Help and Love
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Africa, Reading Glasses 4 Africa, Pillowcase Dresses 4 Africa, 
Dress a Dude 4 Africa, Golf Tournament with BBQ.

ONSITE PARTNERSHIPS
In Maliki Village, Kenya, H2H supports 

partners Samson and Gladys Mabonga 
with projects like clean water well creation, 
sustainable farming projects, community 
education and basic needs for the orphaned 
children in His Family Youth Center, with 

several outreach programs planned to improve the lives of 
the community members here. Monthly support for staff, 
food, education and hygiene products is needed for the 
children at this center

In Kagoma District, Uganda, H2H works 
with partners Franklyn and Sarah Kasozi 
to assist with outreach programs that help 
children who are abused, abandoned and 
neglected. The compassion and dedication 
that Franklyn and Sarah have is amazing 

and their efforts are making a difference.
In Kabale, Uganda, H2H has partnered 

with Richard Mwesigwa, owner of Hope 
South Safaris. He grew up very close to 
the Batwa people and has built a strong 
relationship with them over the past 10 
years. Due to poverty and food shortages 

in the region, Richard often helps provide food and was 
recently granted access by the Ugandan government so 
that he could bring food across a flooded river and deliver 
it to 18 starving families.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
There are a number of ways for neighbors in NW Grants 

Pass to get involved, including sponsorship and volunteering 
- both here at home with fundraising efforts and abroad 
through missions in Kenya and Uganda. Two easy ways for 
anyone to help support H2H are to sign up for Community 
Rewards at the Fred Meyer customer service desk and/or to 
use AmazonSmile when shopping on Amazon.

Gloria welcomes community volunteers with welcome 

arms: “In wearing all the hats for the past 13 years, I am ready 
to train up those passionate willing men and women to come 
aboard bringing their gifts and talents. Together we can 
further our goal to provide funding for food and sustainable 
projects with our partners - changing lives, making a 
difference, having impact, leaving a legacy. Missions give a 
bird’s eye view; it is all about relationships and upholding 
high standards while providing love and stability to 
communities and young lives for the future.”

 In closing, Gloria sums up what happens when one gets 
involved through H2H: “We give HOPE to those who hadn’t 
any, LOVE to those who were abandoned and forgotten, and 
FAITH to stay the course.”

For more information, please visit www.h2hintl.org, email 
h2hintl1@gmail.com or call 541-324-4650 (cell) / 541-479-4626 
(office). You can also find H2H on social media: facebook.
com/h2hintl/, twitter.com/iliv4him2, instagram.com/
mamaglorialove/, linkedin.com/company/heart-2-heart-hand-
n-hand-intl/.

Gloria pours her heart into H2H and shares what it has 
meant to her over the years: “My passion is loving people. 
Serving as founder and director of Heart 2 Heart Hand N 
Hand International has been my greatest joy, as well as my 
deepest grief when death comes early in African lives. The 
children of Africa are our true heart’s mission. In Kenya and 
Uganda many children live in severe poverty and are at high 
risk for disease, abandonment and abuse.”

She continues with a message of resilience and hope: “We 
bring joy to those who need lifting up and we have seen 
great change effected even with little resources. My biggest 
inspiration has been living along and learning the heart of 
the nationals/people on the ground. I am teachable and love 
to learn in their cultures, their languages – sharing laughter 
and experiencing rich relationships.”

Here are some of the many ways that H2H helps 
underserved communities:

CLEAN WATER WELLS
H2H is dedicated to helping African communities create 

wells that produce clean water. The water sources in Africa 
are contaminated and sometimes very far away. The cost of 
a clean water well is about $7,000-12,000 US dollars which 
includes a 500-gallon holding tank and all other needed 
items for the water to be used.

SUSTAINABLE FOOD SOURCES
H2H recognized a need for sustainable food sources for 

African communities. H2H has rented land for gardens, 
seeds, hand tools and training in agriculture. They were 
able to grow maize/corn, cabbage, potatoes, tomatoes 
and other vegetables. They have also purchased protein 
sources like chickens, goats, quail and lamb to raise and 
breed for future generations.  

MEDICAL SUPPLIES
Medical supplies, hygiene products, doctor visits and 

transportation to the doctor are all very costly in Africa. 
Many children are born with AIDS or have serious medical 
problems and are in great need of medicine and doctor visits. 
H2H welcomes volunteers who are doctors, nurses, dentists 

or counselors to assist in Africa. H2H also uses donations to 
help these children get the medical care they need.

GROWING CROPS
H2H has been working in Kenya to grow crops for the 

community. Seeds are needed every year to grow new crops. 
H2H holds Seeds 4 Africa fundraisers every year. This 
program provides nutrition, education, and stability to the 
local community.

HOUSING FOR ORPHANS
H2H supports an orphanage in Kenya. This orphanage 

houses 20 children and has four outreach children. Children 
can be sponsored monthly with a year commitment as a God 
Parent, providing money for school fees, clothing and basic 
needs.

H2H is also raising funds to create a transition home in 
Uganda for children ages 3-17 that have been rescued from 
traumatic situations. Staff and supplies will be needed in the 
future and funds are needed now to plaster the walls to make 
this building a functioning transition home. 

EDUCATION
Educating a child, empowers a child. Many children in 

Africa do not have the opportunity to go to school. Some 
schools consist of children using sticks to draw letters 
and numbers in the dirt. Basic school supplies are very 
appreciated by the children in Africa. H2H is committed to 
providing basic school supplies and clothing so children can 
attend school.

FUNDRAISING
Despite the pandemic requiring cancellation of in-person 

events, H2H has continued its fundraising efforts, positively 
impacting hundreds and hundreds of lives. It prides itself 
on having achieved Guide Star’s Gold Seal of Transparency, 
ensuring 100% of donations go straight to those in need. 
Once it is safe to do so, they will resume their annual 
fundraisers: Heart of a Mother/Father (art fundraiser), Seeds 
4 Africa, Water 4 Africa, Medicine 4 Africa, Blankets 4 Africa, 
Sewing Machines 4 Africa, Education 4 Africa, Agricultural 4 

Upcoming Event: 
Heart of a Mother
Saturday, May 15, 2021

2-5pm
Join H2H for a fundraising banquet to help send 

Bob and Gloria to East Africa – seeing projects on the 
ground, reconnecting with their family and their onsite 

partners in volunteering. Handmade African jewelry 
and musical instruments, along with original wall art 
and prints (framed and unframed) from local Grants 
Pass artists, and other items will be available for sale. 
Cost is $25 per plate; seating is limited to 50 people.

Taprock Northwest Grill
Evergreen Room

971 6th Street
Grants Pass, Oregon 97526




